On July 20, 2011, we
were saddened to hear of
the passing of our brother
and Jr. Vice Comman-
dant, Barry Barrett, at
the age of 62. A Vietnam
Veteran and three time
recipient of the Purple
Heart, Barry was Marine
who was proud of his Ma-
rine Corps family and
believed in helping those
around him. He was re-
cently quoted in The
Gainesville Times for a
July 4th special article, as
saying “I wasn’t a hero.
No, the heroes were left
over there. The heroes
are on The (Vietham Me-

morial) Wall in Washing-
ton, DC.”

Barry was an active
member of this detach-
ment and had a strong
desire to see the detach-
ment grow stronger. His
contributions and words
of wisdom will be sorely
missed by us all.

If you are interested in
reading the article or
viewing the video from
The Gainesville Times,
you may do so from our
web site http://
www.mclgainesvillega.co
m.

Barry Barrett
Mi ghty 8th Air
um in Pooler,

Welcoming Home a Wounded Warrior

By Chuck Bryan

A Department staff meet-
ing was held on August
20th in Albany and was
attended by Cookie, Da-
vid, Gerry and myself.
During this meeting we
were informed by dJohn
Harmon, Commandant of
Detachment #1373, that
Tony Millis, a Marine
from Hawkinsville Ga.,
who had lost both legs to
an IED in Afghanistan,
was scheduled to return
home on September 3rd,
Tony would be flying into
Atlanta on September 2nd
and staying at a hotel

about a mile from the
airport. We were asked
to put together a detail to

greet Tony upon his arri-
val at the hotel.
(contlnued on page 2)

Tony Millis and his wife Jeanie outside the Westin
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Welcoming Home a Wounded Warrior cont.

Several emails and a few phone calls
found we could actually get 2 Marines
to the gate to greet Tony, his wife and
baby boy as they came off the plane.
With this in mind, we formed 2 details.
Cookie and I would go to the airport
and the 2nd detail made up of Wally,
Rudy, Gerry, David and Bill would go
to the hotel.

Tony’s flight was due in at 09:56 am, so
Cookie and I met at 06:30. Expecting
heavy traffic but finding it only moder-
ate, we were at the airport a few
minutes before 08:00. Here is where
the fun begins.

Delta had all our information on file
and issued us our gate passes, however,
Tony’s flight had been canceled and he
would now be arriving at 12:50. SNA-
FU. After putting Wally’s detail on
stand by and having 4 hours to burn we
decided to recon the hotel. Within an
hour at the hotel we had, met with the
Patriot Guard, endeared ourselves to
the hotel staff, coordinated with the
limo driver, and found another Marine,
Jeff, who happened to be the airport
cop whose sole duty that day was to
make sure there was room at the curb
to park the limo. Jeff let us know that
space would also be made for us. When
is the last time you had reserved curb
side parking at Hartsfield?

We left the hotel to recon for chow and
upon completion of that mission re-
turned for another stint at the hotel.
Seems an Army Sgt., who had also lost
a leg in Afghanistan, was due in before
Tony and we were asked to be part of
that detail. Sadly we had to leave be-

fore the Soldier arrived.

0 .in an inspiring moment,
(Tony) turned his wheel chair
around, stood up and walked

half way up acknowledging his

brother Marines. . 0

True to his word, Jeff had a spot for us
at the airport. Delta had told us the
new flight would be coming in at gate A
-2, so after disrobing for the TSA we
proceeded to terminal “A”. A quick
check of the monitors revealed Delta
had given us bad Intel. Tony’s flight
was arriving at gate E-12 AND it had
already landed (a half hour early).
FUBAR.

Hustling down to terminal “E” we
found the plane just pulling up to the
gate which gave us just enough time to
chat up the USO “girls” who were also
waiting on Tony. It wasn’t long before
our Marine came wheeling up the
jetway followed by his wife and son.
Applause broke out, hands were shook
and Semper-Fi’s exchanged. After only
a few minutes with Tony it became
clear he and his family were handling
his situation very well. Attitudes were
positive and energy level was high.
After diaper changes and head calls we
made our way to the elevators as di-
rected by the USO “girls”. After getting
off the train at baggage claim we were
asked to stand by before taking the
elevator up. Tony entertained us by

The Patriot Guard and other motorcycle riders honored Tony Millis by escorting

the motorcade to the hotel.

The community welcomes home a hero
over I-75

popping wheelies in his wheel chair.
Given the all clear to proceed we board-
ed the elevator for the ride up.

As soon as the doors opened an erup-
tion of applause and ooh-rahs was
heard. An estimated 40 Marines from
Dobbins had formed a reception line for
Tony. As he was wheeling through the
line an “11 Alive News” reporter
stopped him and did about a 20 minute
interview, parts of which were shown
at 5 and 11. Truly a great sight.
Baggage was gathered and we left bag-
gage claim for the limo. As we exited
the building another detail of Marines
were formed facing each other near the
limo. Tony wheeled down the middle of
the detail to the end and in an inspiring
moment, turned his wheel -chair
around, stood up and walked half way
up acknowledging his brother Marines.
Several by standers were seen wiping
dust out of their eyes.

The motorcade to the hotel consisted of
two airport police Expeditions, a securi-
ty car from the Patriot Guard, Tony’s
limo, 10 Patriot Guard riders and 2 old
farts in a Nissan. The entrance drive
to the hotel had been lined with flags
and flag bearers were stationed along
the walk. Stationed near the front door
was a fine looking contingent from our
detachment.  Salutes and applause
were given as Tony entered the hotel.
Mission accomplished.

A debriefing was held at Summits in
Cumming and a good time was had by
all.

It was a great day to be a Marine.
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Commandant’s Post

By Cookie Salinas

Struggling to find a theme for a sub-
mission to the first and probably most
important issue of our fledgling news-
letter, many topics go through my
mind. Writing something that is en-
lightening, worthwhile and topical is a
difficult task for me, because of the
varied interests of our membership.
Then, BAM! Like the explosion of a
60MM round, it hits me. We are here,
at this place in time, because we share
a common bond. A bond molded in boot
camp from the first time we stood in
the yellow footprints with what seemed
to be the most vicious and frightening
man in existence screaming personal
obscenities three inches from our faces
to the day we marched, with puffed
chests, onto the parade deck to finally
be addressed as “Marines”. From the
sore muscles imposed by “clicking in” to
the bruises and bloody lips resulting
from pugil sticks, we were unknowingly
training for life! While my personal
discipline is not at the level it was
while on active duty, the concepts of
team and mission first still guide my
approach to interpersonal relation-
ships.

We are here, at this place in time,
because while our bodies resist, our
minds want a challenge to do some-
thing other than watching TV or doing
yard work or puttering in the basement

We are here because we know that
somewhere out there is another Marine

New Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps ,‘,

At a Post and Relief Ceremony held
earlier this year, Sergeant Major Mi-
cheal Barrett replaced Sergeant Major
Carlton Kent as Sergeant Major of the
Marine Corps. Having previously
served as Sergeant Major of the 1st
Marine Division and as Sergeant Major
of the Regional Command Southwest in
Helmand province, Afghanistan, Ser-
geant Major Barrett plans to continue
the work of Sergeant Major Kent by
continuing to “work in line with the

ways a Marine
OWe are her e,
place in time, because we
share a common

or Corpsman who needs our assistance
more than we need self indulgence.

We are here because we feel unful-
filled by other VSO’s that do great work
but lack the common bond known only
to and by Marines.

We are here because we find it hard to
coherently share our military experi-
ences with veterans of other military
branches. Some say we are arrogant,
but in a good sort of way.

We are here because, deep down, even
though society relies on the younger
and stronger, we know that our experi-
ence qualifies us to have a relevant
impact in peoples’ lives.

We are here because no other existing
organization could conduct Toys for
Tots better.

We are here because no other group
could console a grieving Marine widow
or surviving children or parents better
than other Marines.

We are here to provide a hero’s wel-
come to returning, seriously wounded
Marines.

Commandant’s priorities and modern-
ize the force.”

The position of Sergeant Major of the
Marine Corps was established in 1957.
The tour of duty runs for 4 years, mak-
ing Sergeant Major Barrett the 17th
Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps.
Congratulations Sergeant Major.

(reported in Semper Fi magazine, Ju-
ly—August 2011 edition)
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We are here because no other branch
é e[rvme p S: ho age and respect to
d Glor

e Way we do.
We are here because we can say yes to
a fyuly peqdy.vegeran and say no to one
who would take advantage of our kin-
ship and generosity.

We are here because we feel a need to
do something good in memory of the
Marine who died in our arms in the
deserts of the Middle East or jungles of
Southeast Asia or the frozen fields in
South Korea or the bloody beaches of
WWIL

We are here because God shifted the
trajectory of a bullet or piece of shrap-
nel toward one of our buddies, expect-
ing us not to feel guilt but to accom-
plish a greater good.

We are here because we want to be a
part of something bigger than our own
existence.

We are here, at this place in time, in
Gainesville GA, because a couple of
Marines felt that a Marine Corps
League detachment could be a catalyst
for achieving great things in the com-
munity while reliving the excitement of
accomplishing a mission, adhering to
the principles of Espirit de Corps and
having some fun along the way.

I am here because I don’t want to let
them down. Why are you here?
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History is Free

For those of you who are interested in
reading about the history of the United
States Marine Corps, were you aware
that there is a variety of free infor-
mation available to you from the Ma-
rine Corps itself??

Located on at least two Marine Corps
web sites are historical documents and
research papers/books related to USMC
history from the Revolutionary War to
the conflicts being fought by our broth-
ers and sisters today.

Here are a few of the article you can
choose from.

A Pictorial History—The Marines in
the Revolution

Bloody Beaches: The Marines at Peleliu
parts 1 and 2

U.S. Marines in Vietnam—The War
That Would Not End 1971-1973

Much of this material was compiled by
the United States Marine Corps Histo-
ry Division so as to preserve these doc-

You Might be a Marine If...

...You can’t make sense of any of the everyone to know what you mean. Why ..You have told
abbreviations used by the New York  wouldn’t they? your kids to muster
Stock Exchange, but know by heart the in the den in 10

trading value of every component of a C
-Ration or MRE.

...When buying a new house, you first
examine fields of fire and dead space in
the front yard.

...When you explain what you did in the
Corps, you just say grunt and expect

...Your doodling consist of big blue ar-
rows, primary and alternate positions,
and barrier plans.

...In the course of making peanut but-
ter sandwiches for the kids, you find
yourself giving a lecture on how to
mark a landing zone by lighting C-
Ration peanut butter.

uments as part of our heritage. In ad-
dition to securing such documents, they
also research and write the current
history of our beloved Corps.

Below are the links to the documents.
Enjoy diving into history.

http://www.tecom.usme.mil/HD/
General/Publications.htm

http://www.marines.mil/news/
publications/Pages/
order_type_historical.aspx

minutes for a frag
order and they
know what you are
talking about.

...You have deadlined your wife’s car for
going beyond the recommended oil
change mileage.
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a Marine

Greetings Fellow Marine Corp
Leaguers,

As I intend to sit down and visit with
you on a regular basis, I figured we
should get to know each other. So who
am I? Well, I am what some would call
the embodiment of all Marines. I was
trained at Parris Island, San Diego and
Quantico. I can frighten sand fleas with
a glance while adjusting my shades to
protect my eyes from the highly polished
shine of my brass and shoes. I have
crawled through the mud with my fellow
Marines, exhibiting my fierce war face
while sounding off with my battle cry. 1
have settled on bended knee beside my
fallen comrade in arms and unashamed-
ly shed tears at the loss our great nation
has suffered. I am and always shall be
a United States Marine, but you can call
me Gung Ho NCO.

As a seasoned NCO, I have been grant-
ed two things. The first is a wealth of
valuable knowledge and the second is a
desire and willingness to skillfully pass
on that knowledge to those around me.
Whenever the mood strikes me, and it
often does, I will bend your ear with my
insight. I will be a little long winded
today but hopefully in the future I will
stop waggling my tongue a little sooner.

Tomorrow, this nation will pay homage
to those individuals who tragically lost
their lives during the terrorist attacks
on September 11, 2001. Speeches will
be made with references to their sacri-
fice while monuments are erected to
honor them. Each and every one of

Quote of the Month

those individuals deserves every
respectful word that will be spoken.
There is however one benefit that
came out of their sacrifice that will
not get as much coverage in the
press. I know, I know, how in the
world can anyone receive any bene-
fit out of such a cowardly attack?
Well, our nation received one. With
that attack, the citizens of this
great nation rose up and displayed
a sense of unity and patriotism that
had not been seen in these 50 states
for many years. Granted there
were some short lived responses.
You do not see as much red white
and blue bunting or yellow ribbons
on our homes, but you can see it in
the eyes and actions of our fellow
citizens. During a recent trip
through an airport, I was proud to
see a member of the USO leading
our fighting men and women
through the airport towards their
plane. With an American Flag held
high and followed by a column
young (yes, we were all that young)
faces, you could hear the sounds of
applause and cheers build as more
and more individuals stood to ren-
der honor to those brave men and
women.

You also see it in other ways. The
shocked and bashful smile on the
face of a Vietnam veteran who for
the first time in over 40 years was
thanked for his service. The warm
embrace a Gold Star Mother gladly
receives from a leather clad biker.
The poster boards that appear at a
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local store asking people to dis-
play a photo of their military ser-
vice member. Civilians sitting
along a parade route standing and
showing respect as the color guard
passes them. Streets lined with
American Flags held by people
with moist eyes as a procession
carries a fallen warrior to their
final resting place.

What is this you ask? It is a re-
surgence of patriotism. Our fellow
citizens have demonstrated a
sense of pride that had lain
dormant like a sleeping snow cov-
ered volcano. It is true that you
saw so much more of it ten years
ago, but like a volcano, things
have cooled off some, but you will
notice that the snow has not reap-
peared on its summit. As mem-
bers of the Marine Corps League,
I present you with a challenge.
That challenge is to keep the snow
off the summit. Acknowledge
those acts of patriotism in some
manner. Thank those who show
appreciation for our men and
women. Continue to reach out to
those Gold Star Mothers and re-
mind them that they are part of a
very large extended family. Keep
the fires of patriotism burning and
do whatever you can to fuel the
flames with your own passion.

Until next time — Semper Fi

Gung Ho NCO

"We signed up knowing the risk. Those innocent people in New York didn't go to
work thinking there was any kind of risk."

-- Pvt. Mike Armendariz-Clark, USMC; Afghanistan, 20 September 2001. As reported on page

1 of the New York Times
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The Vietnham War

The Vietnam War, what was the cause for all the good men that were lost?

Our government called it a conflict, our people called it war. Our government filled
their pockets, while our people went poor. I have a great respect for the men of war, no
one knows that kind of hell they had to endure. Their eyes will tell a story, look and
you will see the sorrow and the pain that they heed. Their government sent them to a
far away land, boys of eighteen made to be men. One minute here, the next minute
gone, knowing that it could be the body bag home. Oh, how the mothers cried, filled
with worry all the time. Wives that prayed every night that their husbands would win
this fight. Some fought for their country, for you and I, and for our children, so that
they could live a better life. When our men came home from this war, some broken up,
some just sore, there were no parades, no welcome home, no cheers of joy, no songs.
Society shouted and cursed our men for following orders that their government sent.
They tried to start their life anew, but bad memories slowed down a few. Nightmares
would come every night, even now, twenty odd years later, they still have to fight. Some
of our men never made it home, their families still wondering did he die alone. I just
hope and pray, that after so many years have passed away, that our society can compre-
hend what kind of hell they gave our men. Our society needs to take a look at the wall
and think of all those men that took the fall. Next time the government passes out ri-
fles and guns, put them in the hands of their sons. Let them go to church, day after day,
praying that their sons dont come home and made to feel this way. I remember the
time I gazed upon the wall, I picked one name from them all. Ilooked up toward the
sky as the tear drops fell from my eyes. God I said, “bless these names written upon this
wall. They died for us all. Please tell each and all that I thank them for fighting for me

when I was so small.”

God Bless Them All

Jane Bradford (Jane Barrett) 1993
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WE CAME..WE ATE... WE TOOK CARE OF BUSINESS

For those of you who were unable to
attend, and for those of us who can’t
remember that far back, we provide
these highlights of our August Detach-
ment meeting.

®  We had the pleasure of welcoming
Randal Otis and Richard Pond as
our newest inductees.

®  Qur new District Vice Comman-
dant, Hal Gosnell, was introduced.
The Department has established four
new District Vice Commandant posi-
tions to liaise with the Detachments
and provide information and training
opportunities.

®  We mourned the loss of our be-
loved Junior Vice Commandant, Barry
Barrett. His passing left us with an
open officer position. David Godfrey

was appointed to fill the vacant Junior
Vice Commandant position, which left
us with an open Judge Advocate slot.
William Miller was tapped as our new
Judge Advocate. LuAnn Miller then
stepped in to cover the open Adjutant
position, created by the appointment of
William Miller as Judge Advocate.
Confused? Let’s hope our officers can
keep themselves straightened out.

®  Plans are underway for the Marine
Corps Birthday celebration. Be pre-
pared to smile as we hope to compile
member photographs for a yearbook.

®  Qur Senior Vice Commandant
Chuck Bryan provided details on our
upcoming fundraising opportunity at
Road Atlanta. His report was immedi-
ately followed by Brent Barrett with
the Paymaster’s Report. Anyone seeing

a connection here?

®  Plans were finalized for our very
first Annual Detachment Picnic.

® Will Maybach was recognized for
his support of our Color Guard and was
presented with a Certificate of Appreci-
ation. He has generously allow the Col-
or Guard to use his M1 rifle.

Toys for Tots Coordinator, Wally Cal-
deron, distributed calendars and pro-
ceeded to schedule our lives for the rest
of the year. Our Toys for Tots Kick Off
will be October 8t immediately follow-
ing our next meeting.

In addition to “taking care of business,”
we learned a few things, met some new
and interesting folks and had a couple
of laughs. Won’t you join us for our next
meeting?

=

Computer Viruses

While many of us enjoy the convenience
or joy in using our computers, it is easy
to overlook the dangers out there that
can attack your PC. Like a predator in
the night, a virus or worm could attack
without you even knowing it was there.
That is why it is very important to pro-
tect your computer with a good anti-
virus program. For those of you who
are not very technologically savvy, this
is not a problem. There are several
very good programs out there that you
can purchase at a local retailer or simp-
ly download from the internet. If you
are looking for a low or no cost option, I
would recommend that you use AVG

Free. This program can be downloaded
from the internet free of charge and is
not a trial version. Simply go to http:/
free.avg.com and click on the download

-

- RE

link for AVG Anti-Virus Free 2012.
Detachment Web Site

I am currently working on assigning all
detachment members a login to the
detachment web site as well as a de-
tachment email address. Several have
been completed already and others will
be done over the next month.

Keep your eyes peeled for improve-
ments to the detachment web site.
Some of the planned additions include
training videos on how to log into the
web site and how to change your pass-
word. There will also be additional
content added to hel@ keep the mem-

tbgrfs:htip( i%&éé{it ?a emsurfing.
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William Miller—Editor
2904 Cross Creek Drive
Cumming, GA 30040

Phone: 404-547-6651
E-mail: editor@mclgainesvillega.com

Copies of The Hooch are available
on the web.
http://www.mclgainesvillega.com

The Upper Chattahoochee Detachment # 665 of The Marine
Corps League is an active member of Hall County Georgia

community.

They meet on the second Saturday of each

month at the Ryan’s Grill Buffet at 2415 Browns Bridge

Semper Fi

“Once a Marine—Always a Marine”

Road, Gainesville, GA 30504. We begin gathering at 0930
hours for breakfast and the meeting begins at 1030 hours.

If you are interested in becoming a member, please stop by
and join us. Any requests for additional information can

be directed to recruiter@meclgainesvillega.com.

Cookie Salinas—Commandant

This Month in Marine Corps History

2 September 1945: The Japanese offi-
cially surrendered to the Allies on
board the battleship Missouri in Tokyo
Bay. With General Holland Smith
transferred home in dJuly 1945, the
senior Marine Corps representative at
the historic ceremony was LtGen Roy
S. Geiger, who had succeeded Smith as
Commanding General, Fleet Marine
Force, Pacific.

8 September 1942: On Guadalcanal,
the 1st Raider Battalion and the 1st
Parachute Battalion, supported by
planes of MAG-23 and two destroyer
transports, landed east of Tasimboko,
advanced west into the rear of Japa-
nese positions, and carried out a suc-
cessful raid on a Japanese supply base.

11 September 2001: At 9:38a.m. a
commercial airliner, piloted by terror-
ists, slammed into the Pentagon, the
headquarters of the Department of
Defense, located across the Potomac
River from Washington, D.C. The Ma-
rines Corps was fortunate in that no
Marines were killed or seriously in-
jured in this attack. The weekend be-
fore, most of the Department of Marine
Aviation, located directly above the site
of impact, had been relocated to anoth-

er area of the Pentagon, during build-
ing renovation. Immediately following
the attack, Marines set up a “command
center” under an overpass of Interstate
395, which runs beside the Pentagon.
Working alongside fellow servicemen
and civilians for hours, days, and
weeks after the tragedy, Marines
played a large role in the rescue and
recovery effort. Including those aboard
the hijacked Boeing 757, 189 men,
women, and children were killed in the
terrorist attack on the Pentagon.

15 September 1950: The 3d Battalion,
5th Marines landed on Wolmi-do Island
in Inchon Harbor and secured it prior
to the main landing. The 1st Marine
Division under the command of Major
General Oliver P. Smith landed at In-
chon and began the Inchon-Seoul cam-
paign.

16 September 1814: A detachment of
Marines under Major Daniel Carmick
from the Naval Station at New Orle-
ans, together with an Army detach-
ment, destroyed a pirate stronghold at
Barataria, on the Island of Grande
Terre, near New Orleans.

20 September 1950: Marines of the
1st Marine Division crossed the Han

River along a six-mile beachhead, eight
miles northwest of Seoul, Korea. Five
days later, the 1st and 5th Marines
would attack Seoul and the city would
be captured by 27 September.

24 September 1873: One hundred and
ninety Marines and seamen from the
USS Pensacola and Benicia landed at
the Bay of Panama, Columbia, to pro-
tect the railroad and American lives
and property during the revolution.

27 September 1944: The American
flag was raised over Peleliu, Palau Is-
lands, at the 1st Marine Division Com-
mand Post. Although the flag raising
symbolized that the island was secured,
pockets of determined Japanese defend-
ers continued to fight on. As late as 21
April 1947, 27 Japanese holdouts final-
ly surrendered to the American naval
commander on the scene.

30 September 1945: Marines of III
Amphibious Corps, commanded by Ma-
jor General Keller E. Rockey, began
landing in North China to assist the
Chinese Nationalist government in
accepting the surrender of Japanese
forces and repatriating Japanese sol-
diers and civilians.



